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This journey took me about 9 years but I started out in debt with minimal formal education.  Things have changed!

My wife and I began investing in real estate late in life earning mediocre incomes and trying to raise two children.  We had a side hustle printing T-shirts to make extra money so we could get out of debt and start saving.  Our first house was a major fixer-upper so we were working on that at the same time, this was A VERY busy time in our life.
Fast forward a couple of years and we were out of debt.  I had gone back to school part-time, house was mostly renovated, and on our way to upgrading into a larger house on some acreage.  We sold that first house and made close to 100K and it was at that moment that I knew this was the path.  Through that sale and the purchase of the next one, we met a great real estate broker and investor as well.

Our next house was a huge step-up as we finally had acreage and our children could raise livestock for 4-H. No sooner after we settled in, I was on the phone with our new found real estate broker looking for investment properties.
She was patient with us especially with me looking at so many houses but we finally made a choice and bought our first one.  She was a valuable team member and introduced me to others that would end up being valuable team members as well.  Renovation and leasing went smoothly so it was on to looking for the next one and saving like crazy for the down payment.

We didn’t look back from there and we were buying one after another, renovating and getting them leased.
Our portfolio grew and the monthly residual income was getting impressive.  It was now to the point where I only worked part-time and managed the properties with the rest of my time.  However, the market turned for the better and worse.  Property values were now so inflated that we were hard-pressed to find anything that would make sense to buy and hold, but the built-up equity was impressive.  It was time to look for other places to invest.

We researched a number of different metro areas, took a 4-week road trip to investigate them and finally decided on where we would invest next.  We took two big steps as investors at this point when we not only completed a 1031 exchange but also invested in another state.  We bought a duplex at a deep discount and spent 2 months renovating it and leasing it before flying back home.  It went quite well despite the stress of investing in a new state.

Today, we continue to invest in Florida, as well as hold many properties back in Colorado. Due to our hard work and persistence over the past 9 years, we have been able to call a 40 ft. Catamaran our home but we aren't done yet! We plan to start syndicating larger deals in the multi-family market very soon.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I wish you the best on your journey and as always, work hard at it, never stop learning and enjoy the ride. Lastly, don’t forget to stop once in a while and reflect on how far you have come.
